
Lead Service Line Update

The Facts:
• The Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) conducted lead and copper testing one year in advance (in 2016) 

and discovered the highest reading of lead in water was 4 parts per billon, significantly less than the EPA action level of
15 ppb and the proposed Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) change to 10 ppb as the maximum.

• DWSD tests for lead at homes where the Detroit Health Department identifies children with elevated blood lead levels 
(EBLL), at no cost to the resident.

• DWSD has conducted outreach efforts this year during water main replacement projects with partial lead serve line 
replacements (city’s portion of the pipe) that include direct customer contact and providing filter pitchers.

• Health departments in Detroit and Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties have no scientific indications EBLLs are a result 
of the drinking water.

Governor Rick Snyder and MDEQ Proposed Changes:
The Michigan Governor is making significant changes to the Lead and Copper Rule that impose unrealistic regulations and is 
financially burdensome.
• Must try to obtain consent to replace the lead service line from every property owner (especially difficult with Detroit’s large 

rental population).
• Establish a data inventory of all lead service lines with the city. 
• Require all municipalities to replace the lead service lines in their communities within 20 years.

• Detroit has an estimated 125,000 lead service lines – with all its resources, Flint is replacing only 300 lines per year.
• Unfunded mandate and possibly a violation of the Headlee Amendment and the Revenue Financing Act.
• Time-defined lead service line replacement will defer water and sewer maintenance programs that will potentially cause 

service delivery problems and health issues, such as sewer basement backups.

DWSD’s Recommendations:
• Pass a state law that requires lead service line replacement at time of property sale with a tax exemption to cover cost.
• Request an opinion from the Attorney General’s Office whether using rate dollars on private property for full lead service 

line replacement violates the Headlee Amendment and Bolt vs. Lansing because the use of funds will benefit one customer 
(with a lead service line) and not another customer (without a lead service line).

• Allow Detroit and all Michigan communities to conduct lead service line replacements as part of asset management 
program to rehabilitate the water and sewer infrastructure.

• Provide State Revolving Fund grants or other resources to fund the full lead service line replacements.
• Recognize this will exacerbate water affordability of Detroit residents by causing a 20-25 percent rate increase.
• Coordinate State of Michigan changes with EPA’s Lead and Copper Rule.

Next Steps:
• Advocate for Detroit and our sister communities by attending the public hearing) with local elected officials and community 

leaders – requesting MDEQ’s hearing in January be in Detroit which has more lead service lines than any other city.
• Make request for federal funding for infrastructure through Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence, who has offered to 

champion this issue.
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