


JEROME D. GOLDBERG, PLLC 

2727 Second Avenue, Suite 111, Detroit, MI 48201 
(313) 393-6001 ∙ Fax (313) 393-6007 ∙ Email: apclawyer@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

July 3, 2018 

 

Foia Coordinator, City of Detroit 
FOIA@detroitmi.gov. 
By email 

 

 

Re: FOIA request to Detroit Water & Sewerage Department 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

 I am requesting the following records from the Detroit Water & Sewerage Department 

pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act.  Feel free to contact me at 313-393-6001 to obtain 

records or to set up an inspection of records. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jerome D. Goldberg, PLLC 

/s/ Jerome D. Goldberg 

 

1) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material 
stating the addresses of residential customers from January 1, 2018 to present, where 
water service was terminated; 
 

2) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material 
showing the addresses of the residential customers restored to service after their water 
was shut off from January 1, 2018 to present, and the date water service was restored; 
 

3) Produce any and all documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts 
and/or other material showing the dollar amount owed for each City of Detroit, Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department residential customers at the time of water termination 
from January 1, 2018 to present; 
 

4) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material 
submitted to any and all City of Detroit employees and/or City of Detroit contractors, for 
the purpose of terminating water services to residential customers from January 1, 2018 
to present; 
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5) Produce any and all documents, computer printouts showing City of Detroit, 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department payment plans created for residential 
customers in existence on January 1, 2018 to present; 
 

6) Produce any and all City of Detroit and Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department policies, procedures, rules, regulations and/or other material from January 1, 
2017 to present regarding residential customers water shutoff, include all iterations. 
 

7) Produce from January 1, 2014 to present, any and all City of Detroit 
documents, emails, memos, or other material for the following: 
 

(a) Any and all federal grants issued under Federal Clean Water Act, 33 
USC §1251 et. seq; 

 
(b) State of Michigan Drinking Water Revolving Fund (DWRF) as 

authorized under the Federal Safe Drinking Act; 
 

(c) Any and all federal grants, loans; and any and all State of Michigan 
grants, loans and/or financial assistance for the City of Detroit, 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department; 

 
8) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 

Department, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material, stating the 
addresses of non-residential customers, including but not limited to commercial 
customers, from January 1, 2018 to present, where water service was terminated. 
 

9) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material, 
showing the addresses of the non-residential customers, including but not limited to 
commercial customers, restored to service from January 1, 2018 to present; 
 

10) Produce any and all documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts 
and/or other material showing the dollar amount owed for each City of Detroit, Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department non-residential customers, including but not limited 
to commercial customers, at the time of water termination from January 1, 2018 to 
present; 
 

11) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material 
submitted to any and all City of Detroit employees and/or City of Detroit contractors, for 
the purpose of terminating water services to non-residential customers, including but 
not limited to commercial customers; 
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12) Any and all City of Detroit contracts, payments, memos and/or other 
documents and/or material for the termination of Detroit Water Sewerage Department 
residential customers water service from January 1, 2018 to present; 
 

13) Produce any and all City of Detroit contracts, payments, memos and/or 
other documents and/or material for the termination of Detroit Water Sewerage 
Department non-residential customers, including but not limited to commercial 
customers, water service from January 1, 2014 to present; 
 

14) Produce from January 1, 2014 to present, City of Detroit, Detroit Water and 
Sewerage Department, any and all documents, emails to and from, studies, reviews, 
statistical analysis, multiple regression studies and/or other methods showing the City of 
Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage Department utilized for determining whether or not 
its customer policies, procedures and/or regulations shutoff policy for residential 
customers is/are having a disparate impact on Detroit residents: 
 
  (a) African American; 
  (b) Hispanic; 
  (c) Disabled; 
  (d) Children; or 
  (e) Families with household income below the federal poverty level. 
 
 

15) From January 1, 2014 to present, any and all documents, emails, studies, 
reviews, statistical analysis, multiple regression studies and/or other methods showing 
the City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage Department utilized for determining 
whether or not its customer policies, procedures and/or regulations shutoff policy for non-
residential customers is/are having a disparate impact on Detroiters: 
 
  (a) African American citizens; 
  (b) Hispanic citizens; 
  (c) Disabled citizens; 
  (d) Children; or 
  (e) Families with household income below the federal poverty level. 
 

16) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water Sewerage Department 
documents, emails to and from, memos, referrals, payments and/or rejection of 
assistance forms and/or other material related to the City of Detroit, Detroit Water 
Sewerage Department residential water customers referral to Wayne Metropolitan 
Community Action Agency (WMCAA) from January 1, 2018 to present; 
 

17) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water Sewerage Department 
documents, emails, memos, referrals, payments and/or rejection of assistance forms 
and/or other material related to the City of Detroit, Detroit Water Sewerage Department 
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residential water customers referral to any and all other governmental, non-profit and/or 
private organizations and/or individuals from January 1, 2018 to present; 
 

18) Produce any and all documents, emails to and from, and/or other materials 
regarding the City of Detroit’s, Detroit Water and Sewerage Department, 2007 Detroit 
Residential Water Assistance Program (DRWAP); include all amendments to present. 
 

19) Any and all emails, financial reports, audits; and/or other material for funds 
collected from Detroit Water Sewerage Department customers for each DRWAP billing 
cycle, fifty cents (.50¢) for both residential and non-residential customers from January 
1, 2007 to present; include all documents regarding the location of such funds to present; 
financial institutions and/or City of Detroit accounts holding such funds. 
 

20) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department programs and/or referral sources in existence for residential customers 
from July 18, 2016 to present; include any and all copies of documents and/or material 
provided to residential customers. 
 

21) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department, “shutoff” notice, mail given and/or phone calls to each residential Detroit 
Water and Sewerage customer whose water service was scheduled for shutoff from 
January 1, 2018 to present. 
 

22) Produce a list by address of all City of Detroit homes subject to water shutoff 
from January 1, 2018 to present. 
 
 23) From January 1, 2018 to present, produce any and all documents, emails 
to and from, materials, orders and/or other material showing a City of Detroit, Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department bill was in error and was corrected to an amount less 
than originally billed, due to error, faulty meter(s), water main break, and/or other incorrect 
billing. 
 
 24) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department shutoff notices for the termination of water at vacant homes, schools, 
commercial sites and/or any location in Detroit from January 1, 2018 to present. 
 

25) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material stating the 
addresses of residential customers from January 1, 2017 to January 1, 2018, where 
water service was terminated; 
 

26) Produce any and all City of Detroit, Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts and/or other material 
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showing the addresses of the residential customers restored to service after their water 
was shut off from January 1, 2017 to January 1, 2018 and the date water was restored. 

 
27) Produce any and all documents, shutoff orders, computerized printouts 

and/or other material showing the dollar amount owed for each City of Detroit, Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department residential customers, including but not limited to at 
the time of water termination from January 1, 2018 to present. 
 







 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, 
confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee 
or agent responsible for delivering the message solely to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution 
or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately.  

 

Æ 
Applied EcoSystems, Inc. 

Environmental Management, Consulting, and Field Services 
G-4300 South Saginaw Street, Burton, Michigan 48529 

Phone:  (810) 715-2525    FAX:  844-368-3642 

 
FACSIMILE COVER PAGE 

 

     
To: City of Detroit Water & Sewer FOIA Coordinator  From: Heather Dean 
     
FAX: wadej818@detroitmi.gov   Date: July 13, 2018 
     
Phone: 313-965-9775  Number of pages (including cover):  2 
     
RE: Freedom of Information Act Request (FOIA)    

 
Applied EcoSystems is conducting an environmental investigation of the following site: 
 

14820 Kercheval Avenue (PID: 21000620) 
Detroit, Michigan  

 
We are requesting copies of any records or any known information that you may have relating to the known or 
possible past occurrence on the site of the following: 
  

 Original water and sewer connection dates 
 Date water and sewer were available to the area 
 If the above is not available, does current city ordinance require new construction to be 

connected to water and sewer at the time of construction? 

We appreciate your time and attention to this request. Please fax/email your response to the person below to 
expedite processing if possible. Your response should indicate whether you have or do not have any requested 
information. If you have questions, or do not receive this document in its entirety, please contact us immediately.   
 
Thank you very much, 
 
Heather Dean & Joshua Hendrickson 
Applied EcoSystems, Inc. 
hdean@appliedecosystems.com 
jhendrickson@appliedecosystems.com 
Phone: (810) 715-2525 
Fax:  (844) 368-3642

 











 
 

 

July 20, 2018 

Debra Pospeich, Office of General Counsel/FOIA Coordinator 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
735 Randolph Street 
Detroit MI  48226 
Via email -- pospiechd@detroitmi.gov 

Dear Ms. Pospiech, 

Under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act 15.231 et seq., I am requesting an 
opportunity to obtain 1) a copy of the new discharge permit between US Ecology (Georgia St.) 
and either the GLWA or DWSD and 2) an electronic copy of public records on discharge 
violations for US Ecology hazardous waste plant at 6520 Georgia Street, Detroit MI  48211. I'm 
requesting a list of all the violations including date, substance, amount, compared with EPA 
allowable limits for 2016 and 2017 and up through the present. 

If there are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform me if the cost will 
exceed $50. However, I would like to request a waiver of all fees in that the disclosure of the 
requested information is in the public interest and will contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of what the pending permit will mean for residents  and those who drink from 
the water supply in Southeast Michigan. This information is not being sought for commercial 
purposes. 

The Michigan Freedom of Information Act requires a response to this request within five days. 
If access to the records I am requesting will take longer than this amount of time, please 
contact me with information about when I might expect the information. 

If you deny any or all of this request, please cite each specific exemption you feel justifies 
the refusal to release the information and notify me of the appeal procedures available to me 
under the law. 

Thank you for considering my request. 

Sincerely, 
/s/ 








