DETROIT Office of General Counsel
§ Water & Sewerage Water Board Building Phone 313-964-9421
cITY oF Department 735 Randolph Street Fax: 313-842-6472
DETROIT Detroit, MI 48226 detroitmi.gov/dwsd

MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Board of Water Commissioners
DWSD
FROM: Debra N. Pospiech
Chief General Counsel, DWSD
DATE: October 31, 2018
RE: 2 Year Post-Bifurcation In-House Litigation Status Report

Since January 1, 2016, internally, the DWSD Office of General Counsel has litigated 27
cases to completion. Of those cases, 4 cases were in active litigation prior to the
bifurcation, and 23 were filed after. Of the 27 cases, 12 have been settled and 15 have been
dismissed. Of the 15 dismissed cases, 8 were dismissed pursuant the court granting
DWSD’s motion for summary disposition.

Excluding the Beasley settlement, DWSD and GLWA have paid out a total of $447,150.
GLWA paid out $158,650 on 4 cases and DWSD paid out $288,500 on 7 cases. The
average payout for DWSD was $41,214, the outliers were a six-figure settlement and a
settlement for under $5,000.

The following spreadsheet provides further details regarding cases we have defended
since date of bifurcation.
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